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Easier Enrollment for 
People with Reading 
Disabilities 

The National Library Service (NLS) has 
made a change that makes it easier for 
people with reading disabilities to sign  
up for our free library services.  Now 
reading specialists, educators, librarians, 
and school psychologists will be able 
to certify the eligibility of applicants 
with reading disabilities. There is no 
longer a special requirement that a 
reading disability must be certified by a 
Doctor of Medicine or Osteopathy.  This 
is great news because the certification 
requirement is now the same for any 
qualified applicant of our free library 
services!  An updated version of the 
application for library service is available 
on our website at brailleinstitute.org/library. 

A New Resource to Protect What  
You Love Most 

Braille Institute serves to better the future  
of our community — and that starts with you.  
We are excited to introduce a new resource 
that will support you and your loved ones’ 
future: a free estate planning tool. 

We’ve partnered with FreeWill to help you 
write a legal will or trust for free. Nearly  
70% of Americans don’t have an updated 
estate plan, despite it being a powerful way 
to protect the people you love. This resource 
makes the process simple, quick, and free.  
And you can complete the process in the 
comfort of your home. 

Get started at FreeWill.com/Braille to  
create your free plan and get peace of mind 
for the future. For more information, please 
call 323-906-3172. 
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The  Librarian newsletter 
is published in large print, 
braille, and audio formats 
to share information about 
Braille Institute programs  
and services with our 
clients and community 
of partners. It is also 
available on our website, 
brailleinstitute.org/library,  
and on the Telephone 
Reader Program. Braille  
Institute is a nonprofit 
providing free programs 
and services to people 
with vision loss since 1919. 
For more information  
about the  Librarian  
newsletter, or about library 
services, please call 
1-800-808-2555. 
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Volunteer Spotlight: 
Peter Sutheim 

We’ll sorely miss our 
dedicated Machine  
Repair Volunteer Peter 
Sutheim, who passed away 
peacefully at his Eagle 
Rock (Los Angeles) home 
last fall after a long  
illness. 

Peter literally revived 
Braille Institute Library’s Machine Repair department 
some years ago, after the number of aging volunteers in 
the specialized section had dwindled to zero. Peter was 
born in New York City and graduated from the University  
of Connecticut in 1961. He was mentored by renowned 
high-end audio manufacturer Avery Fisher and was 
Director of Operations at KPFK-FM in the 1970s. 

Among other things, he was a freelance audio journalist 
and was instrumental in creating compelling content 
for our local public radio here in Southern California. 
He served at Occidental College for 19 years, advising 
student staff on recording equipment and presentation 
technology. He had a number of hobbies, including 
linguistics and languages, classical music and cooking. 
He also helped restore pre-WWII trolleys for the Orange 
Empire Railway Museum. 

Peter is survived by his wife, Betsy Hanger and his two 
grown children, Anna and Jeremy Sutheim. Peter was  
truly an extraordinary contributor to our collective  
quality of life! 
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Books-on-Demand:  Get All the 
Books You Want – Today! 

Have you tried our Books-on-Demand 
service?  Books-on-Demand (BOD) is the 
best way for you to get your books if you 
use our cartridges. With BOD, you can 
get anywhere from 5 to 15 books on one 
single cartridge. BOD makes waiting lists 
a thing of the past because we can load 
any available title onto the cartridge for 
you — no more waiting for another reader 
to return a book so that you can check  
it out!  

With BOD, just let us know 
what you would like to read  
and we will put them on a 

cartridge for you. 

The BOD cartridges are customized 
to your reading preferences.  You may 
select specific titles, or you can tell 
us your preferences so we can make 

selections for you. You may also request 
titles by a certain genre, author, subject, 
or even a specific series like Julia Quinn’s 
Bridgertons books or Robert Ludlum’s  
Jason Bourne books. With BOD, just let us 
know what you would like to read and we 
will put them on a cartridge for you. 

BOD cartridges will be easy for you 
because we load “how-to” instructions onto 
each cartridge. You may listen to the titles 
on your BOD cartridge in order, or you can 
use your player’s “Bookshelf” feature to 
pick and choose what you want to read.  

Get started with Books-on-Demand  
today and contact your Reader Advisor  
or Literacy Coordinator! 

Using Your Player’s Bookshelf Feature 

Wondering how you will be able to use a 
cartridge that has multiple books on it?  
All you need to do is user your player’s 
“Bookshelf” feature!  

To activate the “Bookshelf” function, turn 
the player on and put your cartridge in. 
Then, hold down the “Play/Stop” button 
until you hear the player beep and 
announce “bookshelf mode.” You can then 
tap the “fast forward” and “rewind” buttons 
to scroll through your list of titles that are 
on your cartridge.  

When you reach a title that you want to 
read, just tap the “Play/Stop” button again 
to start playing that book.  If you need more 
help using the Bookshelf, please call us 
today at 1-800-808-2555 or 1-800-BRAILLE. 
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More Foreign Language 
Books Are on the Way 
The Marrakesh Treaty was recently adopted 
to allow the digital exchange of accessible-
format books across international borders 
by organizations that serve people who are 
print disabled. For our library users, this 
means you will begin to see a wider variety 
of foreign language materials available 
for download in BARD, as well as books 
in English that were published in other 
countries.  

The National Library Service (NLS) in the 
US and the Centre for Equitable Library 
Access (CELA) in Canada have partnered to 
exchange accessible books, thanks to the 
Marrakesh Treaty. There are already quite 
a few CELA titles available in BARD, and 
CELA users in Canada started seeing  
NLS titles in their collection in September. 
To help you navigate the expanding 
collection of foreign language and foreign 
published English titles, NLS recently 
launched an online publication called 
Foreign Language Quarterly on their 
website, www.loc.gov/nls/flm. This 
publication provides you with a list of 
recent additions to the collection, arranged 
by language. More titles are being added 
regularly, so look out for them on BARD! 

Wireless Remote Control Unit for 
Our Talking Book Machines 

Did you know that 
Braille Institute  
Library patrons who 
have limited mobil-
ity can operate their 
Digital Talking Book 
Machines from across
the room, using an easy-to-operate infrared 
remote? The remote works on both DS1 and 
DA1 models and as a bonus, will actually 
 allow the simpler DS1 model to function  
as a DA1 (advanced) player. It is shipped  
with an infrared receiver that you plug into 
the side of the player. Batteries are also 
included, but you must initially pull a tab 
on the remote to make the batteries work. 
Patrons are responsible for battery replace-
ment on the remote, as the library does not 
supply replacement batteries. Contact the 
library’s Machine Lending Agency for  
further details or to request a remote.  
1-800-808-2555 or 1-800-BRAILLE. 

 

BIA on the Move 
Braille Institute is on the move!  
Our San Diego Center has moved 
to a new location at 9635 Granite 
Ridge Drive, #130, San Diego, CA 
92123.  You may still reach our 
San Diego staff by phone at  
(858) 452-1111.  

Please check out San Diego’s new 
home when our centers reopen to  
the public! 

5 

http://www.loc.gov/nls/flm


New Book 
Recommendations 
Check out these book recommendations 

The Starless Sea 

by Erin Morgenstern  
Narrated by Dion Graham  
Book DB 97441 

Graduate student Zachary discovers a mysterious book 
hidden in the stacks that contains stories of lovelorn 
prisoners, key collectors, nameless acolytes, and a story 
about an incident from his own childhood. The book sets 
him on a course of adventure that leads to a hidden library. 
Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2019. 

The Invisible Library 

By Genvieve Cogman  
Narrated by Deborah Desmone  
Book DB 86252 

Irene works as an agent for the Invisible Library, tracking 
down rare manuscripts from alternate realities. She and 
her assistant travel to a version of Victorian London only to 
find that the book they seek has already been stolen. Some 
violence. 2016. 

Books for Living 

By Will Schwalbe  
Narrated by Jeff Harding  
Book DB 86655 

The author of The End of Your Life Book Club (DB 75762) discusses 
books that have impacted his life throughout the years. Includes 
E. B. White’s Stuart Little (DB 31831 ), Paula Hawkins’s The Girl on 
the Train (DB 80635), and James Baldwin’s Giovanni’s Room (DB 
12503), among others. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2016. 
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The Man Who Loved Books Too Much:  
The True Story of a Thief, a Detective, and a  
World of Literary Obsession 

By Allison Hoover Bartlett  
Narrated by Kimberly Schraf  
Book DB 72385 

Journalist investigates famed rare-book thief John Gilkey to 
uncover his motivation for stealing exquisite literature. Retraces 
the cat-and-mouse game Gilkey played with Ken Sanders, security 
chair of the Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association of America, in 
the late 1990s and early 2000s. 2009. 

Reader, Come Home: The Reading Brain in a  
Digital World 

By Maryanne Wolf  
Narrated by Kirsten Potter  
Book DB 92792 

The author of Proust and the Squid (DB 67928) debates the future 
of reading and humanity’s capacity for critical thinking, empathy, 
and reflection in the face of an increasing dependence on digital 
technologies. Discusses how the ways people process written 
language have changed and expresses concerns and hopes about 
this. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2018. 

The Personal Librarian 

By Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murphy  
Narrated by Robin Miles  
Book DB 103929 

In 1906, Belle da Costa Greene was hired by J. P. Morgan to curate 
a collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly 
built Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York 
City society, but she is African American passing as white. Unrated. 
Commercial audiobook. 2021. 

If you’ve enjoyed a good book recently, tell us about it at  
bils@brailleinstitute.org 
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Library Services 
741 N. Vermont Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 

Free Matter  
For The  

Blind 

Braille Institute Notice regarding 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

With the extended “Stay-at-Home” order, 
Braille Institute is now offering remote 
services with online workshops, classes  
and virtual sessions while our centers 
remain physically closed temporarily.  
We will continue to monitor and follow  
local guidelines. Meanwhile, online and 
phone support also remain available 
Monday-Friday. We’re still here for you!  
Call1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553) 

While there have been NO reported 
coronavirus cases at a Braille Institute 

facility, we are taking precautionary 
measures to eliminate risk by temporarily 
suspending in-person service at all of 
our centers. However, you can continue to 
download books digitally using BARD. 

If you need assistance with BARD, please 
email therbison@brailleinstitute.org or 
call 1-323-906-3154. We will respond to 
you as quickly as possible. Updates on when 
we will reopen will be provided via email, 
on our website (www.brailleinstitute.org) and 
social media channels. You can also feel 
free to call 1-800-BRAILLE (272-4553). 
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